
n an effort to collect supplies for sailors,
students in Mr. Ed Graf’s social studies classes
at Somerset County Vocational & Technical
High School (SCVTHS) gathered items to be
sent to a group of Navy sailors overseas.
The students volunteered to show their

appreciation and support by gathering a variety
of snacks and hygiene products. Additionally,
in order to reduce a financial burden on the
school, the students also collected donations to
cover the cost of shipping the items.
One sailor, in particular, will be a recipient

of some of the items. Christian Melendez, a
2018 SCVTHS graduate and 2019 Proud To

Be An American Day honoree, is currently
stationed abroad on an aircraft carrier.
“We don’t want to leave any service members
behind,” said Mr. Graf. “We especially don’t
want to leave any Jaguars behind.”i
For more information on this story contact
James Strickhart at jstrickhart@scvts.net.
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SCVTHS STUDENTS GATHER
SUPPLIES FOR SAILORS
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SCVTHS students with some of the items they collected for sailors overseas
(front row left to right):  Ari Franco of Hillsborough and Alessandra Azcona of Manville;
(middle row left to right): Luke Laifer of Hillsborough, Hadiya Ahmad of Bound Brook,

Lauren Kataria of South Bound Brook, Carolina Carino of South Bound Brook, Mr. Joseph Tirrito;
(back row left to right): Isaac Gonzalez-Pastora of Somerset, Liam Hannily of Somerset, Rich Freitag of Manville,
Jacob McNerney of Flagtown, James Marvitz of Hillsborough, Will Mente of Bridgewater and Mr. Ed Graf 
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Dear Jaguar Nation,
I would like to congratulate all the
students who participated in local and
state SkillsUSA competitions. Preliminary
results are positive with students receiving
Gold medals in both individual and group
contests.  In addition, many students placed
high with Bronze and Silver medals.  A big
shout out to our CTE teachers and their
relentless efforts to keep the curriculum
moving during these challenging times with
schedules. Best of luck at the Nationals! 

The  last quarter of the school year
started on Monday, April 19th. Students
should have satisfied any incompletes by
Friday, April 30th to avoid any overlap with
4th marking period assignments or a possible
negative grade.

In the upcoming weeks, SCVTHS
will be surveying parents to select either
All In-Person or All Remote. We look forward
to offering additional in-person instructional
days to full-time students for the remainder
of the school year. Also, senior activities
are being planned while we remain cognizant
of the safety guidelines. 

      Sincerely,
      Hector Montes

SCVTS
5TH ANNUAL

SKILLSUSA
GOLF CLASSIC
May 24, 2021 • 8am



Nathaniel Conti

SCVTHS CARPENTRY STUDENTS BEGIN
CONSTRUCTION ON PLAYHOUSE FOR LIBRARY
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NATHANIEL CONTI

STUDENT OF THE MONTH
Nathaniel Conti, a freshman in the Mechatronics, Engineering and Advanced Manufacturing (MEAM) Program,
has been selected as Somerset County Vocational & Technical High School’s (SCVTHS) Student of the Month for
April 2021. Nathaniel is the son of Kyle Conti of Tewksbury and Casey Conti of Gladstone. Seven different
SCVTHS instructors nominated Nathaniel for the Student of the Month award.
SCVTHS MEAM instructor Dan Dalfonzo stated, “Nathaniel's level of commitment and interest in MEAM is

unparalleled. He makes it a habit of bringing relevant experiences into the classroom for discussion and is constantly
taking what we learn here and applying it directly to his hobbies at home. His positivity is a cool and needed addition
to every class.” Ed Graf, Nathaniel’s Social Studies instructor, spoke of how Nathaniel is “a leader in class.” Graff
went on to add, “He helps others and is very motivated!” Physical Education instructor Maura Gillooly commended
Nathaniel for “always putting forth his best effort in the gym and virtually.” Gillooly added, Nathaniel is “very
respectful, is eager to learn and a pleasure to have in class. He is enthusiastic and maintains a positive attitude.
I would love to have a class full of students like him.”
Outside of school, Nathaniel likes to build and design, 3D print, plasma cut, CNC machine and weld. He also

spends time helping his community by clearing driveways of snow during the Winter, and performing yard work during
the Spring. During the summer months, Nathaniel works at his father’s construction company. In his free time,
Nathaniel enjoys being outdoors, “quadding”, flying remote control planes and spending time with his family.
At SCVTHS, as a freshman, Nathaniel is a past recipient of the Star Student Award, a third marking period CTE

Stellar Student and a continuous member of the honor roll. After high school, Nathaniel plans on attending Stevens
Institute of Technology to obtain an engineering degree in mechanical engineering. After college, Nathaniel hopes to
continue a family tradition by entering the construction field and eventually owning his own construction company.i

This month, students in Mr. Gerald Mazzetta’s
Carpentry Program are building a puppet theater and
kids playhouse to benefit the new interactive play area
at the Bridgewater branch of the Somerset County
Library System of New Jersey. The project is being
sponsored and funded by a grant through SkillsUSA
and Lowe’s.
After consultation with Meredith Hoyer,

Supervisor of the Youth Services Department, the
Carpentry students helped to design the theater and

have now begun measuring, cutting, routing,
assembling, and painting the project. After almost a
year’s worth of delays brought on by COVID, the
project will now take approximately 4 weeks to be
completely built and delivered. Both the students and
the library will undoubtedly benefit from this
project.i

For more information on this story, contact
James Strickhart at jstrickhart@scvts.net.

(back l-r) SCVTHS students Antonio Zambrano Vicario of North Plainfield, Steven LaRosa of Bridgewater,
SCVTHS Carpentry Instructor Gerald Mazzetta; (front l-r) Josiah Gonzalez of Hillsborough, Emily Granja of Bridgewater,

Zachary Hoyer of Raritan, Martha Lopez Ramirez of North Plainfield and Connor Zakowski of Hillsborough
standing by a framed section of the new puppet theater and playhouse.
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